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PRISON ESCAPE - BROOME REGIONAL PRISON 
Statement by Minister for Corrective Services 

MS M.M. QUIRK (Girrawheen - Minister for Corrective Services) [2.28 pm]:  It is with a high degree of 
concern that I inform Parliament of the escape early this morning of three prisoners, who police describe as 
dangerous, from the maximum-security section of the Broome Regional Prison.  I am advised that the three 
prisoners - two of whom are rated maximum security, with the third rated medium security - managed to escape 
sometime between 2.00 and 4.00 am.  For operational reasons, I cannot reveal in detail the method believed to 
have been used.   

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER:  Order!  Three-minute statements are designed to be heard in silence.  I know that members on 
my left know that is the case.  Any further interruptions will result in me calling those members to order. 

Ms M.M. QUIRK:  Suffice it to say that any security shortcomings will be addressed as a matter of urgent 
priority. 
Broome police have since reported that the trio may have changed out of their green prison uniforms and are 
believed to have stolen a motor vehicle.  The three prisoners - 18-year-old Rodney Brian Edgar, 19-year-old 
Lavin John Baird and 24-year-old Cody Derek Coomerang - were all serving sentences for serious offences, 
including threat to kill, aggravated burglary and assault occasioning bodily harm.  Prisoner Coomerang also has 
a history of escaping police custody.  All three prisoners were to have been transported to Roebourne Regional 
Prison today.   
The escape is alarming to not only the government but also the people of the Kimberley, who rightly expect that 
dangerous prisoners will be held in secure environments for the protection of public safety.  Needless to say, I 
have ordered an immediate and thorough investigation into all the circumstances surrounding the escape.   

Notwithstanding the fact that Broome Regional Prison is widely regarded as well and truly past its use-by date 
and is continuing to experience serious overcrowding, the escape of maximum-security prisoners from this 
prison is completely unacceptable.  A total of $11.2 million has recently been allocated to provide much-needed 
upgrades to Broome prison and tenders for that work are in the final stages of preparation.  Integral to the 
program are significant improvements to the prison’s perimeter security and condition upgrades to both the 
men’s and women’s maximum-security facilities.  The escape of any prisoner is one escape too many but when 
prisoners escape in company the potential dangers to the public are compounded.  

In the course of the investigations that will be carried out in respect of this escape by both the department and 
police, witnesses and the escapees themselves when recaptured will be interviewed to ascertain whether they 
received any outside assistance.  I can assure the house that if anyone is found to have aided and abetted these 
offenders they, too, will be dealt with by the full force of the law.  
 


